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Upcoming Events:

3 May - 1 Jun  Festival of Body Art
   Lake House Art Centre

   Auckland North

8 May - 18 May      Erupt: Lake Taupo Festival 
   Lake Taupo

10 - 11 May         Auckland Migrant Expo 2008

   Auckland Central

8 May - 16 May  Human Rights Film Festival   

   2008   Wellington CBD

16 - 18 May  The Food Show,
   Wellington

NZ PRODUCE PRICE IMPORTS

PRODUCT    UNIT NZ$

Bananas

- ripe kg $1.56

- green kg $1.16

- plantain kg

Beans

- flat kg $8.00

- round kg $6.00

Breadfruit kg

Cassava - Frozen kg

Capsicum

- green kg $3.00

- red kg $3.00

- yellow kg $4.00

Chillies

- green kg $10.00

- red kg $20.00

Cocoa Beans kg

Coconuts

- dry $1.30

- drinking

Eggplant kg $2.50

Ginger (Thai) kg $3.00

Honey Melon 18 kg $45.00

Limes kg

Mangoes 10-12 count $12.00

Mangoes

- Equador

8 count $12.00

Okra kg

Pawpaw

- waimanalo 8-9 count

- sunrise 9-10 count $23.00

Pineapples 8-9 count $24.00

Taro - Fijian Pink 30 kg $55.00

Taro - Fijian White 30 kg $45.00

Taro Leaf NZ bundle 
(bag)

Watermelons-Aus kg

Zucchini kg $4.00
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Milking us dry

High world demand for NZ dairy products is creating a boom 
down on the farm, however warning signs are appearing. The 
upsurge in the prices for dairy products is attributed to the 
increased in demand for grain from emerging economies and 
the diversion of land used for food to the development of biofuel 
crops in the U.S, 

Europe and Asia. Ultimately this makes the end products more 
expensive while giving NZ a competitive advantage.

The world market for dairy products is growing at approximately 
2 to 3 percent a year – enough to take New Zealand’s total 
production. International demand for milk is soaring, driven in 
particular by the growing middle classes in China and India 
where the economic growth is estimated at 8 to 9 percent 
respectively. As incomes rise, people are improving their diets to 
include calcium-rich milk and high-protein cheese products.

“In places like China they’ve gone straight for the high priced 
stuff,” says local farmer, John Bluett.

The international price for dairy is set in U.S dollars (USD), so the 
weaker USD means that a country like Hong Kong can afford to 
pay more. In the past soya bean protein acted as a handbrake 
on dairy prices – at a certain level, producers using dairy protein 
as a raw material would switch to soy. But with soya beans being 
crushed for biofuels, dairy prices have risen unchecked.

Cost of production has risen due increases in the price of fuel 
and maize silage, and the cost of fertilizer is expecting to double. 
On farm costs have added $1 kilo of milk solids to production 
costs also the past summer’s drought limited milk production, 
reducing the effect of the forecast $7.30 payout. 

In most other dairy countries, cows eat grain fields, rather than 
grass in a pasture. The 

diversion of food crops to biofuel development means that the 
price rise will spread to bread, cereals and other staples.

The most important point is that the U.S won’t have grain 
surpluses to give aid agencies that’s more of a worry than the 
price of cheese we pay in the supermarket – a lot of people are 
going to starve.

(Source:  NZ Herald Article by Geoff Cumming, 26/04/08)

FOOD MINISTERS AGREE TO A STRATEGIC 
VISION FOR AUSTRALIAN AND NEW ZEALAND 
FOOD REGULATION SYSTEM

Health warnings on packaged alcohol and a draft standard 
on nutrition, health and related claims were among the issues 
discussed at the 11th meeting of Australia and New Zealand 
Food Regulation Ministerial Council (Ministerial Council) 
held in Melbourne recently,  chaired by Senator Jan McLucas, 
Commonwealth Parliamentary Secretary for Health and 
Ageing. 

For further details on the outcomes of the meeting visit the Food 
Regulation Secretariat Website at 

www.foodsecretariat.health.gov.au

(Source:  www.foodstandards.govt.nz)

New tool to calculate nutrients 

Meat & Wool New Zealand and the fertiliser industry have 
teamed up to encourage sheep and beef farmers to adopt 
nutrient budgets for their farms. 

Chairman, Mike Petersen, says nutrient budgets are an important 
tool for farmers to use to determine the needs of their farms. He 
says by using the organisations’ software programme, called 
Overseer, farmers can get reports about nitrogen, phosphorus 
and greenhouse gas emissions. 

The programme involves farmers entering data into the 
programme which is specific to their production systems and 
environment. The software calculates whether the farm has is a 
nutrient surplus or deficit. Advice can then be given on improving 
the efficiency of nutrient use by, for example, identifying options 
to minimise nutrient losses. 

Mr Petersen the analysis means sheep and beef farmers can 
manage their use of fertiliser so they only put on what they 
need. He says that reduces the impact of any nutrient excesses 
and saves money, which is especially relevant now with sheep 
farmers under extreme economic pressure. 

(Source: Newstalk ZB)
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NZ Standards Updates

FOOD RECALL:  Heinz Baby Food

Product:  Heinz Globetotters Vegetable Napolitana, 7-9 Months, 
170g, Glass Jar

Best Before: 14/02/2010

Batch Code: 0458

Overseas Distribution : Norfolk Island, Vanuatu and Papua 
New Guinea

Reason for Recall: Foreign substances

Comments:   Heinz Australia is undertaking a precautionary 
recall of the above products to ensure only products of the 
highest quality are provided to customers. 

A preliminary investigation indicates that some zucchini seed, 
potentially not suitable for babies of this age, found its way 
into these products. This does not meet our stringent quality 
criteria.  

Customers are asked to return the product to the point of 
purchase for immediate full refund.

PLANT IMPORTS:  Amended IHS: 152.02 
Importation and Clearance of Fresh Fruit and 
Vegetables into New Zealand

http://www.biosecurity.govt.nz/files/ihs/152-02.pdf

The following sections have been updated:

Amendment Record; Summary of Approved commodities 
Durio zibethinus (Durian) is included for Thailand; Treatment 
appendices for Thailand (Appendix 3) and Section 8.7 Approved 
Processed Commodities

The Import Health Standard (IHS) for fresh Durio zibethinus 
(Durian) fruit from Thailand for human consumption has been 
issued. 

This standard is based on the risk assessment for Fresh Durian 
fruit from Thailand. 

The import requirements are stipulated in a specific IHS for 
Durio zibethinus (Durian) from Thailand and can be viewed at 
the following site:

http://www.biosecurity.govt.nz/files/ihs/durian-th.pdf

FOR PUBLIC CONSULTATION:  Standard for 
General Facilities for Holding, Inspection, 
Processing or Treatment of Uncleared Goods 

The New Zealand Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry (MAF) 
must consult with interested parties before issuing or amending 
(other than of minor nature) standards in accordance with 
Section 22 of the Biosecurity Act (1993) and Biosecurity New 
Zealand’s consultation policy.

The second draft of the Standard for General Facilities for 
Holding, Inspection, Processing or Treatment of Uncleared 
Goods is now available for consultation on the following 
website: http://www.biosecurity.govt.nz/strategy-and-
consultation/consultation/152-04-03f 

This standard will apply to facilities currently registered to MAF 
Standards for:

General risk goods (152.04.03F); Facilities receiving sea 
containers; Facilities for destruction of quarantine refuse; 
Facilities for biosecurity treatments; and Facilities for flight 
kitchen refuse.

The first draft was released in 2006, and is available in the 
archived consultation documents section of the MAFBNZ 
website.

The Standard has now been divided into two documents. The 
‘Draft Standard’ outlines basic minimum requirements for 
facilities to follow. The second document is a ‘Draft Guidance 
Document’ that contains information on how to meet the 
requirements of the Standard, to a level that MAF considers 
best practice. Facilities may either choose to follow examples 
provided in the guidance document, or develop their own 
systems of equivalence to meet MAF requirements. However, 
any systems of equivalence must be first approved by MAF and 
meet the same or higher level of compliance as in the guidance 
document. 

Comments on the draft Standard and Guidance Document are 
invited from members of the public and other interested parties. 
Please return any comments to MAF by close of business 
Friday 16th May, 2008. 

Send responses by email to:

standards@maf.govt.nz 

Or post to:

Draft General Facilities Standard
c/o Liz Phillips

Operations Team

MAF Biosecurity New Zealand

PO Box 2526

Wellington 6011


